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Energized.
“You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the more you
have. Too often creativity is smothered rather than nurtured.
There has to be a climate in which new ways of thinking, perceiving, questioning are encouraged. People also have to feel
they are needed.” - Maya Angelou
The OSTA Board is at work for you and your students! The creativity of a
group of minds is inspiring and energizing. As the board met to discuss
ideas for the new year, I thought of Maya Angelou’s wisdom. It’s true; the
more you use, the more you have, but I also think that the more you
SHARE, the more you GAIN. Our collective energy can achieve greatness.
We all play a role. Have you found your role in OSTA? You are needed!
We, as an organization and colleagues, need your creative energy, new ideas, and passion to spur innovation. YOU brought so much energy to the
OSTA Reading Session and Meeting at the OMEA Professional Development Conference. Thank you for the fun, conversations, and ENERGY.
Let’s continue that throughout the year by being actively engaged in the
string teaching community. Meet up for a social gathering, share a great
idea in the newsletter, learn something new at our summer workshop, be
inspired by great performances, discover new music at the summer Stanton’s reading session, explore the idea of registering a performing group
for the 2017 ASTA Conference in Pittsburgh, or invite a colleague to be
part of OSTA. ENERGIZE yourself and your teaching!
A few highlight quotes from OMEA sessions:




“Can you sing what you just saw? - All State Children’s Choir Director,
Rollo Dillworth, inspired me to be a more expressive conductor
“I mustache you to play C sharp.” - Worthington Orchestra Director
Julie Ellis’ humorous hand shaping exercise for cello extensions
“I have a tattoo that says ALWAYS START FROM THE STRING (and
the kids believe it!)!” - ASTA President-Elect, Brenda Brenner, reminded me to make this into a classroom banner

_________________________________________________
Trista Emmons is OSTA President and Director of Orchestras at Indian Hill Exempted
Village Schools in Cincinnati, Ohio.
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OHIO STRING TEACHERS ANNUAL AWARDS
Each fall, the Ohio String Teachers Association accepts nominations for outstanding
contributions to string education in order to recognize exceptional leadership and commitment. THANK YOU for taking the time to recognize your colleagues’ excellence.
The OSTA Board was energized as we poured through nominations and read about the
amazing teaching taking place throughout the state. Please consider nominating a
teacher next year for one of the following categories:
School Teacher of the Year (may be a private or public school strings teacher)
Studio Teacher of the Year (private studio)
Collegiate Teacher of the Year (may be a collegiate studio teacher or music education
professor)
Young Teacher of the Year (a school teacher with 5 years or less of service)

Myles Yeazell performing unaccompanied Bach.

Administrator of the Year (school, community or university administrator)
OSTA established these awards in 1989. Thanks to the amazing research and recordkeeping by OSTA Member John Riegel, we now have a comprehensive database of
past recipients. This list is posted on our web site under “Awards”. To read through it
truly is like reading through a “Who’s Who In Ohio String Education.”
This year, we proudly presented awards to:
School Teacher of the Year -

Stephanie Jones,
Mason High School

Studio Teacher of the Year -

Sarah Kim and Alan Rafferty,
Cincinnati, OH

Collegiate Teacher of the Year - Penny Thompson Kruse,
Bowling Green State University
Young Teacher of the Year - Mike Brosius,

Trista Emmons, Penny Thompson Kruse, and Steven Kruse

Dublin City Schools
Administrator of the Year - Jeremy Day,
Winton Woods Intermediate

The awards portion of our meeting commenced with an inspiring performance by
Myles Yeazell, cellist, student of Sarah Kim and Alan Rafferty, and Sphinx Competition finalist. In addition to the awards above, we also took the opportunity to recognize and thank Gretchen Zunic for her many years of service to OSTA and her
leadership as OSTA President.
A huge thank you goes to Dan Clark at Stanton’s Sheet Music for organizing and directing the OSTA Reading Session as well as generously acknowledging the School, Studio,
and Collegiate Teachers of the Year with gift certificates to Stanton’s for their personal
use. We would also like to acknowledge The Ohio State String Workshop for their generous donation of tuition to attend this summer’s workshop four our Young Teacher of
the Year.
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Gaylee Hautzenroeder presenting to Stephanie Jones

ASTA NATIONAL
SOLO COMPETITION
HONORABLE WINNER

Save the dates below for opportunities to ENERGIZE yourself, your teaching,
and our professional organization. Meet with other string teachers to celebrate
each other and our students!

March 13 - Cincinnati Symphony Youth Orchestras
Let’s meet up to hear great performances by our students and directed by fellow OSTA members. Concert Orchestra performance begins at 3:00 p.m. followed by the Philarmonic’s performance at 7:00 p.m. Both concerts are in
Greaves Hall at Northern Kentucky University. Between performances,
OSTA members will meet at City Barbeque (5:00 p.m.) for dinner
(2760 Alexandria Pike, Highland Heights, 41076).

May 20 - Columbus Symphony Orchestra—Latin Fiesta
Join musicians and OSTA members at the Columbus Symphony’s Latin Fiesta
program at the Southern Theatre. The concert begins at 8:00 p.m. and features violinist Bella Hristova playing Piazolla’s The Four Seasons of Buenos
Aires. Join musicians following the performance at Thurber Bar. For ticket
information or more details, please contact Julia White-Smith at
White-Smith.1@osu.edu.
June 4 - OSTA String Teachers Workshop
Watch your e-mail for more details on this exciting morning of workshops.
Topics covered range from Alexander Technique to cello extensions. It doesn’t
get much more exciting than this! The workshop will be hosted at Indian Hill
Middle School from 8:30-12:30. This is a great opportunity to reflect and think
about ideas for the upcoming school year before diving into “summer mode.”

Cleveland violinist Sean
Yongjoo Lim was awarded
an honorable winner of the
American String Teachers
Association 2016 National
Solo Competition. The competition is open to string
musicians ages 16 to 23.
Lim is currently studying at
the Cleveland Institute of
Music Young Artist Program
under the tutelage of Jaime
Laredo and Jan Mark Sloman. Previously, Lim studied with Amy Beth Horman
and was mentored by Aarond Rosand and Jody Gatwood.
Performing in large venues
such as Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, John F. Kennedy Center, Strathmore, and
the Smithsonian National
Gallery of Art, Lim’s first
solo debut performance
with orchestra was with the
Kostrama Symphony Orchestra conducted by Pavel
Gershtein in Russia at the
age of 12.
Congratulations to Sean and
his fine teachers!
Website: ybyi.com/sean

August 3 - Stanton’s Reading Sessions School Orchestra and Chamber Music/Solo Repertoire
These sessions are for all OSTA members, private studio teachers and orchestra directors! The morning session, 10:00-12:00 p.m., will focus on new
school orchestra music. From 1:00-3:00, we’ll have a chance to play through
new chamber music and solo repertoire. OSTA will provide lunch from 12:001:00 p.m. Come for one or both sessions! Watch your e-mail for a link to signup in mid-summer so that we have enough music prepared (and food!).
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OSTA PRESENTERS AT THE
ASTA NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Search: Ohio String
Teachers Association
Past President Gretchen
Zunic and President-Elect
Gerry MacDougall are
heading up the OSTA Facebook page in order to
have a stronger communication presence for our
membership. Please take
a moment to “like” the
page so that news pops
into your feed.
If you have string events
that you would like to
advertise or feel would be
beneficial to OSTA members, please forward that
information to Gretchen
at gzunic@uaschools.org
or Gerry at geraldmacdougall@solonboe.org.

A wonderful, online community of school orchestra teachers is a wealth of
support and knowledge.
If you are not part of the
“School Orchestra
and String Teachers”
Facebook page, stop
whatever you’re doing
and JOIN! In addition to
the message board dialogue, there are many
downloadable resources.
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Using the iPad to Organize and Energize Your Orchestra Classroom,
presented by Erin Broadhurst, Hilliard City School District, Thursday, 9:4510:45 a.m.
Secrets from the Lab: Reimagining the Instrumental Studio Room,
presented by Mark Rudoff, The Ohio State University. Thursday, 11:00-12:00
p.m.
Zen and the Art of Motivation: Shifting the Focus from the Product
to the Process and Empowering Students for Success, presented by
Juliet White-Smith, The Ohio State University, Thursday, 12:15-1:15 p.m.
National Orchestra Festival Performances—Northern Cincinnati Youth
Senior Orchestra, directed by Marva Rasmussen. Thursday, 5:00 p.m.
What is a String Project and Why You Should Want One in Your
Community and at Your University, presented by Amy Gillingham,
Northern Kentucky University. Saturday, 8:15-9:15 a.m.
Keep Calm and Don’t Throw the Baton: Practical Strategies for Successful Classroom Management for Elementary, Middle and High
School, presented by Julia Ellis, Thomas Worthington High School. Saturday,
11:30-12:30 p.m.

ASTA MEMBERSHIP FOR A HARPIST
BY DENISE GRUPP-VERBON

Fun at the OMEA Professional
Development Conference in
Cincinnati, January 2016.

As a harpist, you might wonder what the benefits would be
to joining the American String Teachers Association.
Originally, I joined ASTA because of the opportunity to purchase my Musical Instrument, Music, Strings and accessories Insurance at an excellent rate. The Merz-Huber Musical Instrument Insurance program (the insure over 7,000 individual musical instru-

ment owners!) took very good care of me after we had a flood in our
basement, with a loss of quite a lot of sheet music and books. The
deductible was just $100.00. Additional insurance plans offered to
ASTA members include Life, Disability, Dental and professional Liability plans, among others.
Additional benefits of membership have presented themselves over the years. The American String Teachers Journal is issued quarterly. The publication includes articles about everything
from performance practice, to teaching techniques. In addition, you
can read about new products and featured is an excellent section
with music, book, CD and DVD reviews, written by fellow ASTA
members.
ASTA presents a national conference annually, which moves
each year to a different part of the US. Each conference features a
wide variety of sessions, from teaching techniques, to the latest in
technology to master classes, concerts and music industry showcase
presentations.
One of my favorite benefits to membership is the opportunity for networking and sharing ideas. I was recently invited to a regional meeting, which was not far from me. Penny Thompson Kruse
invited me to join a gathering of string players and teachers where
we enjoyed hearing presentations about taking care of your physical
self and about a program in Kansas where 3 and 4 - year old children are all playing 1/16th violins!
Please explore the opportunities of membership as a harpist
(or any other string instrument!), and spread the good word to your
colleagues!
______________________________________________
Denise Grupp-Verbon is an OSTA member and harpist in Northwest Ohio. Denise performs on both lever and pedal harp and is a highly sought after clinician with a thriving
private teaching studio. She may be reached at harpist@sbcglobal.net .
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Ohio String Teachers Association
Mini-grant application form
2016-2017
Criteria
Mini-grants are designed to support projects that enhance and support string and orchestra education in Ohio. Applicants must be OSTA members.
Mini-grants will be awarded for no more than two consecutive years for the same person
for the same project; new projects will receive precedence.
Recipients agree to submit a brief summative evaluation (and photos, when possible) of
the success the mini grant helped achieve. These results may be published in an OSTA
newsletter, web site, or social media.
A budget proposal will be required as part of the application process

Name/contact person__________________________________

Address________________________________________________
Phone number_________________________________________
Title of Proposal_______________________________________
Please attach a brief proposal and budget. Itemize expected income and/or expenses,
showing how the funds will be spent, and how or if any additional funds will be provided.
Amount of Grant requested $_______________(up to $200)

Person/Organization to whom the check should be made payable __________________
Send electronically to:
Jesse Martin, martinj@avonlocalschools.org

DEADLINE: April 30, 2016
Grant recipients will be decided at the May OSTA Board meeting.
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Ohio String Teachers Board of Directors
Trista Emmons, President
Trista.Emmons@indianhillschools.org
Gretchen Zunic, Past President
GZunic@uaschools.org
Gerry MacDougall, President-Elect
GeraldMacDougall@solonboe.org
BettyAnne Gottlieb, Treasurer
BettyAnne.Gottlieb@uc.edu
Jesse Martin, Secretary
MartinJ@avon.k12.oh.us
Erin Yelton Broadhurst, Webmaster
Erin_Broadhurst@hboe.org
Jim Bates
JBates@otterbein.edu
Eve Warner
Eve.Warner@zoomtown.com

OUR MISSION.
The Ohio String Teachers Association is dedicated to promoting, supporting and sustaining string
and orchestra education in Ohio.
The Ohio String Teachers Association mission will be achieved by:


Developing and sponsoring workshops and conferences for string and orchestra students and
educators



Publishing and disseminating education and informational materials to its members



Providing communication and networking services that serve and respond to the needs and
concerns of the educational/professional string and orchestral community



Providing leadership and visibility for the string and orchestral community resulting in an
active and positive image statewide



Promoting within the state educational community recognition of the need for a wellbalanced music program in which the study of strings is made available to all of Ohio’s youth

Dorothy Han
bowhan@aol.com
Gayley Hautzenroeder
Gayley.Hautzenroeder@gmail.com
Penny Kruse
KruseP@bgsu.edu
Juliet White-Smith
White-Smith.1@osu.edu

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Ohio String
Teachers Association
Newsletter Editors:
Trista Emmons and Eve Warner
18 Ireland Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45218
E-mail:
Trista.Emmons@ih.k12.oh.us
Eve.Warner@zoomtown.com

YOUR LOGO HERE

